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Civil suits filed on behalf of 2 victims of stage
collapse
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VALPARAISO | Beth Urschel had turned to look at
the approaching rainstorm when she heard
screaming and looked as the stage in front of her
collapsed on top of her and her life partner, Tammy
VanDam.

Urschel described the events of Aug. 13 at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis during a
news conference in Valparaiso lawyer Kenneth
Allen's office Friday. The conference was held
shortly after Allen filed cwil lawsuits on behalf of
VanDam, who was killed, and Urschel, both of
Wanatah.

Jon L. Hendricks | The Times "l saw the stage falling,” Urschel said from her

Attorney Kenneth Allen and Beth Urschel, who was wheelchair "Where do you run? Where do you go to

injured during the Indiana State Fair stage collapse, arrive sunvive?"

Friday for a news conference announcing a lawsuit filed

on behalf of Urschel and her life partner, Tammy “anDam, The couple had front-row seats for a Sugarland

who was kiled in the collapse. concert, which Urschel said was VanDam's favonte
group.

H H - “We were wondering why Sugarland was not coming
e out,” she said. "We knew it was going to rain. You
could see it coming, but what's a little rain?"

She had a toe severed and another crushed. Doctors
reattached the one and both were reconstructed. She also has a broken clavicle, bruises over much of her
body, the flesh was torn from her right arm and she has possible internal injuries. Asked how she felt, she
said, "l feel so bad | could throw up | hurt so much.”

Urschel, 49, said she and VanDam, 42, met in 1999 and were married in Hawaii in 2001 or 2002_ Although
the marriage is not recognized in Indiana, Allen said he probably will challenge that in court so she would
be able to be recognized as any other spouse.

“We had so many plans and things we wanted to do,” she said.

Allen said he was forced to file the suits quickly to secure an injunction to prevent evidence from being
tampered with or destroyed.

The wrongful death suit filed on behalf of VanDam seeks 550 million plus punitive damages, while the suit
on behalf of Urschel seeks 510 million plus punitive damages. VanDam's 17-year-old daughter was at
Allen’s offices during the news conference but decided not to face the media.

“This was a terrible tragedy that could and should have been prevented; the responsible parties must be
held to account,” Allen said.

He said fair officials were warned twice by the Mational VWeather Service that a severe thunderstorm with
strong winds, lightning and hail was bearing down on the fairgrounds. He showed NWS radar images of the
approaching storm. The lightning alone should have been enough to cancel the concert and evacuate the
people, he said, but they did nothing.

An Indiana State Fair spokesman couldnt be reached for comment Friday night.

Allen said LaPorte Circuit Court Judge Thomas Alevizos will hold a hearing Tuesday on the request for an
Injunction to protect the evidence. Calling the stage construction "a house of cards,” Allen said the collapse
was "very foreseeable and preventable.”

"Tammy's tragic death leaves her daughter without a mother's love and guidance during the most vulnerable
stage of her life,” Allen said. "And Beth suffered serious and painful crush injuries along with traumatic
amputation, which will impair her for the rest of her life. Our job is to fight for them. We could not stand idly
by while others attempt to alter or destroy evidence.

“This is a very special case, and very special harm was done to this family,” he said. "It should never have
happened and it should never happen again, and we intend to see that is the case.”

He said he's been contacted by others injured in the collapse and expects to file more lawsuits soon.

Copyright 2011 nwitimes.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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About Valparaiso

City of Valparaiso
166 Lincolnway Valparaiso, IN 46383
(219) 462-1161

Folice Department
355 5. Washington St. Valparaiso, IN 46383
(219) 462-2135

Fire Department
2605 Cumberland Drive Valparaiso, IN 46383
(219) 462-8325

Parks & Recreation

3210 Morth Campbell Street Valparaiso, IN
46385

(219) 462-5144

Valparaiso Community Schools
3801 M. Campbell 5t. Valparaiso, IN 46385
(219) 531-3000
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EBlachly Tabor Bozik & Hartman Llc
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get it!
Indiana Furniture Showcase Inc
iComfort Sleep System by Serta is the next
QE' lﬂ generation breakthrough in comfort! Stop in today

and experience it for yourzelf Don't mizs out on 42
months zame as CASH purchase on ALL furniture!

Levin Tire
Premium Yaheoline Durablend Semi-Synthetic Ol
get it! ciange wid Tire Rotation $34.95. Maikin Reward
Card 210 off Future Purchase
ww'w _levintirecenter. com
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